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THE LITTLE FLOCK IN TROUBLE (Continued) 


In the last issue I started the translation of an editorial from Tien Feng for February 6, 
1956, in which the arrest for several persons from the Little Flock headquarters at Nanyang 
Road was commented upon. I now have more information about those arrested, They are Li 

‘Yuan-ju, a woman of about 70 years of age, who has been in charge of the Little Flock book- 
shop; Wang P’ei-chen, a woman preacher of about 60 years of age; Lang Chih-ih, a preacher 
in Shanghai, who also has responsibility for orphanages in Hunan and in Hankow; and Chang 

Yu-chih, a Shanghai preacher who formerly worked in Tientsin, 


The Free China Daily of San Francisco for March 1 3 also reports the arrest of four mem- 
bers of the Little Flock in Canton, They are Chang Teh-yu, Yu Tao-p’ing, Chin Chin-p’o and 
Yu Feng-chih, The charges brought against them are said to be the same as those against 
tchman Ni and his group in Shanghai, Chin Chin-p’o was a doctor in the Naval Hospital, 
Yu Feng-chih the ‘responsible person’* for one of the Little Flock meeting places. He is 
especially accused of distributing harmful literature. 


Stephen Kaung, son of Methodist Bishop Z. T. Kaung and at present the leader of a Little 
Flock group in New York, is authority for the statement that altogether more than 150 members 
of the Little Flock have been arrested, and Tom Lee says more than 1000 have been arrested. 
This seems therefore to be a general campaign against the denomination as a whole. 


Now to continue with the translation of the editorial. 


**Third, we see how Watchman Ni and his group have been accustomed to emphasize the 
difference between them and the other churches, in that they have never had any association 
with imperialism, But what is the actual fact? We know that in the past imperialism has 
controlled some churches directly by means of the Mission Boards, and at the same time has 
been able to manipulate other churches by means of Chinese agents, and Ni’s party are pre- 
cisely this type of agent. After liberation, when the patriotic consciousness of Chinese Chris- 
tians had been aroused, the imperialists paid special attention to the use of such agents, for 
these enemies knew that i would be harder for us to distinguish these hidden counter-revolu- 
tionaries than to distinguish out-and-out imperialists, 


**According to the information which has been discovered, Ni and his party have combined 
imperialism and counter-revolution into one, They have not only been associated with imperi- 
alism, but that association has even been of a treasonable and spying nature; foreign agents 
have been assured of welcome and shelter in the Meetinghouses, This connection was so secret 
that they thought people would not learn about it, but in this they have been disappointed, for 
‘there is nothing covered up which shall not be revealed, nor hidden which shall not be made 
known,” In fact it is because of this imperialistic and reactionary connection that Ni and his 
party have so bitterly opposed the Three Self Movement. 
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‘From the recital of these crimes it can be seen that the activities of this gang of reac 
tionaries have been destructive of our economic reconstruction, dangerous to the people's 
livelihood and social order, and a threat to national safety. Their presence within the Chris- 
tian church has been a dishonor to the holy name of the Lord, a blot on the reputation of the 
church, and a corruption of gospel truth. Like dangerous beasts they harm both church and 


nation, and so we must ruthlessly cast them out of the church, 


**Brothers and sisters of the Little Flock, we speak to you in Christian love; We are very 
happy that from this day forward this gang can never again disturb and harm our beloved 
church, they can never again spread destructive rumors, and so without hindrance we may now 
unite freely in mutual love, Fellow-Christians, let us celebrate our common victory, and con- 
sider it cause for rejoicing, Let us stand together, continue to expose the crimes of such re- 
actionaries, and never again allow them shelter within the church, 


**And now to the whole church let me say that while the reactionary crimes of Ni and his 
gang are a stumblingblock, they cannot affect the truth of the gospel which we have received 
from the Lord, Truth is truth and sin is sin; they can never be confused before the face of 
Him Who searches men’s hearts, It is only by exposing and expelling such wolves that we can 
purify the church, so that it may glorify the Lord. By doing this we shall prevent still more 
people from stumbling, and thus have a conscience void of offense toward God and man. 


**Brothers and sisters in the Lord throughout the whole country, let us stand together with 
the people, take a positive part in the socialist reconstruction of our economy, strive for world 
peace, oppose American imperialistic and militaristic plots, and confidently press forward for 
the fulfilment of a New China and for the building up of the church. Let us pe abroad the 
saving power of Christ, and glorify the name of our Heavenly Father, *’ 


On February 2 Bishop Robin Chen published in the Liberation Daily a short statement which 
is practically a summary of the above editorial. He especially emphasizes how glad he is that 
this stumbling block to faith has now at length been removed. 


On February | the Shanghai Municipal Government took the unusual step of publishing in 
the Liberation Daily an official statement about the arrest of Watchman Ni on April 10, 1952. 
It states that Watchman Ni, and related people Chang Tzu-chieh and Ni Hung-tsu have been 


placed in the First Municipal Prison, 


The February 6 Tien Feng copies another Liberation Daily statement, which gives in some 
detail the charges against Watchman Ni, and against this more recently arrested group. He is 
charged with having profiteered in the medicine trade, Another charge is that before land 
reform he tried to anticipate it by carrying through a land reform of his own, giving away his 
extensive holdings to his own church members. 


YWCA IN PEKING 
A New China News Agency bulletin from Peking, dated March 9, reads as follows: 


Christian women in Peking today marked International Women's Day at the headquarters 
of the Salvation Army. 


The meeting opened with a prayer service. It was attended by 800 Christian women from 
Peking's various Protestant churches, the Young Women's Christian Association and the Yen- 


ching Union Theological Seminary. 


During the meeting, a number of performances were given, including songs, pianoforte 
recitals, and an opera by members of the YWCA. 


Chen Wen-jun, General Secretary of the YWCA of Peking, said that improved living con- 
ditions had enabled more Christian women to take part in social activities. She added that 
when she first came to Peking in 1947, only a few dozen YWCA members took part regular! 
in the organization's activities, Now there were more than 200. tt 


| 


( ) ‘Besides fellowship meetings during which the Bible is studied and religious experiences 


shared, we also have lectures on subjects of interest to women, including child-education, 
and classes in handwork and cooking. Several members over 50 who were formerly illiterate 
have learned to read and write in our literacy classes, ** she said. 


WRITINGS OF WANG MING-TAO 


The world-wide interest aroused by the arrest of Rev. Wang Ming-tao last August has now 
resulted in the translation into English of two of his works. Frank Price has translated Wang's 
last manifesto ‘*We, For the Sake of Faith’’in a 21-page mimeographed Bulletin put out by 
the Missionary Research Library of 3041 Broadway, New York 27, N.Y. A copy of this Bulletin 
can be obtained for fifteen cents from the above address, This manifesto was reviewed in the 
China Bulletin of Nov. 21, 1955. 


The other presentation of Wang's thought is not a literal translation but a rather full sum- 
mary and condensation of his biographical work **These Fifty Years’’, which is appended to 
Tom Lee's Release No. 10. This mimeographed Newsbulletin is sent out from 3350 Clinton 
Avenue South, Minneapolis 8, Minn, He does not offer it for general sale or distribution, but 
will undoubtedly be willing to supply China Bulletin readers with copies of this issue as long as 
his supply lasts. I would suggest sending a modest amount in stamps to cover postage and cost 
of mimeographing. 


ROBERT GUILLAIN 


I have already referred to the first three of Robert Guillain’s articles in the Manchester 
Guardian Weekly. The two final installments, in the March | and 8 issues, are of especial 
importance, and serve to document his opening statement that before he left China he found 
the atmosphere suffocating. The fourth installment is entitled Atrophy of the Intellect, One 
victim of the new regime is the Chinese sense of humor., The people go about as if they were 


( ‘a trance. Not long ago the noisiest people in the world, they are now an almost silent people, 


eover, they seem to have lost all intellectual curiosity. ‘‘It appalled me to find that in 
the whole two months I spent in China not a single person asked me an ything about my own 
country, France - not even the youngsters or the students of Peking University, My Italian col- 
league had the same experience.*' The result is that most of the Chinese he met impressed 
him as being as obtuse and dullwitted as country bumpkins. He wonders where the intelligent 
Chinese he used to know have disappeared to, Some may have been elevated to key positions 
in the government, beyond the reach of the casual visitor, but he has reason to believe that 
“their intelligence has more often resulted in their liquidation." It is accordingly quite futile 
to ask him, as many have done since his return from China, what the Chinese think on this or 
that question, They think what they are told to think, and no one ventures an opinion on his 


own, 


The fifth installment, on The Street Committee, gives an even more frightening picture 
of all-pervasive pressures. He calls the Street Committee one of the most important pieces 
of the machinery of the regime, for it is the State at the street corner, He made a special study 
of one street committee in Peking, a committee of thirteen elected from 300 families on Shih- 
kuang Ying~-ssu Street. It has six branches of activities: hygiene, women, well-being, propa- 
ganda, disagreements and security. The committee has the right of entry everywhere and busies 
itself with everything. No block committee in the totalitarian regimes of yesterday, such as the 
fascism of Berlin, Rome, or Tokyo, ever functioned as efficaciously as this. Consider how it 
achieves ‘*voluntary*’ submission; 


***Voluntary’ is one of the master words of the regime. The State is patient at first. It 
wants to obtain allegiance, The group itself is interested in converting those who resist. Indeed, 
the State, which until then has remained in the background, will also deal rigorously with the 
group for not having succeeded in its mission of ‘helping’ the disobedient member, The group 
begins to hate the person who resists it, and ill-treats him with all the means in its power.’ All 
kinds of pressure is brought to bear and considered fitting, but the last gesture - the head which 


(CY ‘yes’ and the hand which writes the confession - must be ‘voluntary’. They break his will 


then achieve this ‘voluntary’ submission, ** 
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